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RIGHT A view 
of Royal County 
Down’s front nine.

here are many ranking lists of golf courses out there but 
3e l%ke to th%nk ours %s a l%ttle d%fferent: Ľ%s l%st %s �ased 
on votes by Outpost Club members, who were asked to 
rate a course on a scale of i9ih: �e do not ,rov%de an5 
criteria for the rating such as conditioning, ‘shot values’, 
or d%Ņcult5 – 3e s%m,l5 asked 5ou to rate the courses as 
5ou sa3 fit:̕

As with past lists, we made no attempt at statistical 
manipulations using standard deviation or the like to 
massa#e the data: Ľe onl5 cr%ter%a %s that a course must 
have at least im rat%n#s to �e el%#%�le: �nfortunatel58 a 
few courses fell victim to this minimum threshold 
including Point Hardy Golf Club (Cabot St Lucia), Te 
�ra% D�orthE and South �a,e O3ners �lu�:

�e have e4tracted here the to, courses outs%de of 
north �mer%ca to ,roduce the first Out,ost �lu� 
Overseas �o, jm:

T
Im

ag
e c

ou
rte

sy
: R

oy
al 

C
ou

nt
y D

ow
n



111Best of the best  



Outpost Overseas112

1 
Royal County Down
Newcastle, Northern Ireland
Old Tom Morris/George Coombe/Harry Colt/Donald Steel

Legendary golf writer Bernard Darwin once described Royal 
County Down as “the kind of golf that people play in their most 
ecstatic dreams”. 

In the shadow of the beautiful Mountains of Mourne, this 
rugged links plays out over large dunes covered in heather and long 
sea grasses to fairways (many completely blind from the tee) that 
rise and fall like the sea itself. 

Many consider the front nine to be the best opening side in all 
of golf – culminating with the out-of-this world 9th hole, which 
races down the dunes toward the clubhouse and the iconic Slieve 
Donard Hotel framed against the mountains. County Down is a 
unique experience in the world of golf. It doesn’t ‘feel’ like any other 
course… more like something from a dream.

2 
Tara Iti 
Mangawhai, New Zealand
Tom Doak

Some might be surprised to see Tara Iti so high in our ranking but 
those that have been there won’t be amazed at all. Tara Iti, an oasis 
on the North Island of New Zealand, is just that good. 

Built through beautiful coastal dunes and with views of sparkling 
blue waters of Bream Bay and the surrounding islands prevalent 
throughout the round, it will have you reaching for your camera as 
often as your wedge. 

Ľe 3%de fa%r3a5s Dmerc%full5 so #%ven the ever9,resent 3%ndE 
�lend seamlessl5 %nto the dunes and sand5 3aste areas: Ľe #reens 
and surrounds are heavily contoured and require proper placement 
of a,,roach shots8 lest 5ou find 5ourself %n a s,ot 3here #ett%n# 
down in two is harder than piercing the All Blacks defensive line.

Ľe fa%r3a5s and #reens are fescue and8 cou,led 3%th the stron# 
winds, reward the golfer who has a strong ground game and a keen 
%ma#%nat%on: Ľe land %s as %d5ll%c a s,ot as there %s %n the 3orld< 
fortunately for golfers everywhere, Tom Doak and his team built a 
course to match. Im
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Tom Doak’s 
instant modern 
classic Tara Iti.
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3 

Royal Melbourne (West)
Black Rock, Australia 
Alister MacKenzie & Alex Russell

Ľe first th%n# 5ou’ll not%ce a�out the �est %s that %t %s stunn%n#l5 
�eaut%ful: �%th nat%ve trees and ve#etat%on8 sand5 scru�8 art%st%c 
�unker%n#8 and #reens that look l%ke the5 should �e framed %n a 
museum8 the �est %s a feast for the e5es: 

�ut %t’s the strate#%c as,ects of the course that reall5 ,lace %t 
amon# the 3orld’s el%te: Ľe 3%de fa%r3a5s allo3 for all ,la5ers to 
kee, h%s or her �all %n ,la58 �ut steer too clear of the trou�le and 5ou 
3%ll %nev%ta�l5 leave 5ourself %n a less advanta#eous ,os%t%on for 
5our su�se-uent shot: 

�nd 5ou’ll 3ant to �e %n the �est ,os%t%on ,oss%�le to attack the 
lar#e8 �r%ll%antl59countered and sl%ck #reens – 3here %t’s more 
%m,ortant 3here 5our �all %s %n relat%on to the hole locat%on than %ts 
,ro4%m%t5 to %t: Ľe sand5 s%te allo3s for %ncred%�le ,la5%n# 
cond%t%ons and %t %s �est not to take 5our e5e off of 5our �all unt%l %t 
has come to rest as the ^,erfect’ shot has �een kno3n to find all 
sorts of trou�le as %t runs out on the firm and fast fa%r3a5s:̕̕

4 

The Old Course
St Andrews, Scotland
Unknown/Allan Robertson/Old Tom Morris

�sk an5 #olf arch%tect 3ork%n# toda5 Dor read the 3r%t%n#s of 
arch%tects from the Golden �#eE 3h%ch course has had the most 
%nńuence on the%r des%#ns and 5ou 3%ll most assuredl5 rece%ve one 
over3helm%n# res,onse; the Old �ourse at St �ndre3s: 

�t’s so %nńuent%al �ecause %t re,resents the ver5 essence of 
strate#%c #olf: Ľere’s no one 3a5 to ,la5 %t: Ľere are 3a5s that are 
more advanta#eous de,end%n# on the cond%t%ons and sk%ll of the 
,la5er8 certa%nl58 �ut there %s no ̂ h%t %t here or else’ as,ect to %t:

�oorl5 conce%ved or e4ecuted shots are not lost8 �ut rather 3%ll 
re-u%re the ,la5er to ,roduce a more d%Ņcult recover5 than the5 
3ould have had %f the ,rev%ous shot �een �etter ,laced: �la5ers are 
left to the%r o3n dev%ces to d%v%ne the �est 3a5 to ,lot the%r 3a5 
around the course %n the fe3est num�er of strokes:

�ach round ,rov%des ne3 -uest%ons that must �e ans3ered: �t 
reveals %tself #raduall58 over mult%,le rounds8 3h%ch %s %ts true #en%us 
and 3hat kee,s ,la5ers com%n# �ack to savour %ts su�tle charms:
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5 
Royal Dornoch (Championship)
Dornoch, Scotland
Old Tom Morris/John Sutherland/Donald Ross/George Duncan

Legendary golf writer Herbert Warren Wind once wrote that “no 
golfer has completed his education until he has played and studied 
Royal Dornoch”. We couldn’t agree more! 

Located in the beautiful and remote Highlands of Scotland, it 
starts off %n the h%#h #round �order%n# the to3n and #entl5 makes 
its way out toward the Dornoch Firth before heading along the 
beach and eventually returning to the town on the upper plateau. 

A gorse-covered ridge, the dominant feature on the outward 
holes8 dr%ves �oth the strate#5 and serves as the �ackdro, to some 
of the most exciting shots you’ll play anywhere in the world.

Ľe #reens are �r%ll%antl5 des%#ned – man5 elevated and on 
,lateaus – and all 3%th run9offs that ,un%sh ,oorl59struck a,,roach 
shots8 or even those that are 3ell9struck8 �ut ,la5ed from %m,ro,er 
locations in the generous fairways. 

�o5al �ornoch checks all of the �o4es that an5 #olfer could ever 
3ant; �eaut%ful8 strate#%c8 and fun: �r �%nd %s correct once a#a%n:̕

6 

North Berwick (West Links)
East Lothian, Scotland
David Strath/Tom Dunn/Guy Campbell/Ben Sayers/CK Hutchison

�orth �er3%ck %s loaded 3%th 3onderful -u%rk and un%-ue 
character and m%#ht �e the 3orld’s most fun course – %t certa%nl5 %s 
among the best places to have a match. With shots over beaches, 
stone walls, burns, and half-par holes, what more could you want?


u##%n# the coastl%ne of the �%rth of �orth and offer%n# ma&est%c 
sea views throughout the round, the setting alone should be enough 
to ,ro,el %t h%#h on an5 rank%n# l%st: �om�%ne all of that 3%th the 
holes themselves and you have one of the best courses in the world.

It has one of the most copied holes in golf (the ‘Redan’ 15th) as 
3ell as 3hat m%#ht �e the most un%-ue hole %n #olf Dthe ^�%t’ ikth8 
with a stone wall splitting the fairway from the green and creating 
all sorts of strategic problems and miracle recovery possibilities).

�e3 ,laces offer such a fun and un%-ue #olfin# e4,er%ence as 
�orth �er3%ck: �e l%ke to th%nk th%s %s the reason that Out,ost 
�lu� mem�ers rate �orth �er3%ck’s �est �%nks h%#her than %n 
any other World Top 100.

‘Hell Bunker’ at St 
Andrews Old, 

with the town in 
the background.
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7 

Royal Portrush (Dunluce)
Portrush, Northern Ireland
Harry Colt

At the 2019 Open Championship the world got to see what the 
itinerant golfer already knew: Portrush is a special place, combining 
otherworldly views with spectacular, strategic golf. 

With fairways nestled between large dunes and greens that 
blend perfectly into their surrounds, Portrush is understated in its 
presentation as if the land had always been a golf course.

Make no mistake, understated does not mean easy. Quite the 
contrary. Portrush is a stern test of golf, with its unrelenting ocean 
winds and heavy rough waiting to consume any ball that strays too 
far from the playing corridors. 

Ľe t%#htl59mo3n #reen surrounds feature enou#h rolls and 
hollows to make greenside recovery far from certain.

�ll9%n9all8 �ortrush mana#es to 3alk the fine l%ne of �e%n# a�le 
to challenge the very best golfers yet still remain playable and fun 
for those of us without our name sewn onto our bag.

8 
The Honourable Company of Edinburgh 
Golfers
Muirfield, Scotland
Old Tom Morris/Harry Colt/Tom Simpson

S%nce ipqi8 �u%rfield has �een the home course to the 
onoura�le 
Company of Edinburgh Golfers, the world’s oldest golf club 
Dformed %n ioll at �e%th �%nksE: 
ost of im O,ens8 %t has lon# 
been a favourite of professionals due to its challenge and fairness.

�nl%ke man5 famous l%nks8 �u%rfield %s not an out9and9�ack 
rout%n#: �nstead8 %t features t3o concentr%c8 c%rcular n%ne9hole 
rout%n#s that means the ,reva%l%n# 3%nd affects shots from all 
directions throughout. With beautiful views of the Firth of Forth 
throughout and strategic bunkering that demands attention on 
every shot, it is as pleasant a walk as it is challenging to play.

Ľe 
onoura�le �om,an5 also ,rov%des one of the trul5 #reat 
da59lon# e4,er%ences %n the 3orld of #olf; a morn%n# four�all8 
followed by a proper lunch and concluding with afternoon 
foursomes: � da5 all #olfers should e4,er%ence once %n the%r l%ves:̕

9 

Cape Wickham 
King Island, Australia
Mike DeVries & Darius Oliver

Golfers are a hardy bunch when it comes to travel. We have proved 
that we will go to the ends of the earth when the golf is great. 

Well, the end of the earth feels about the right description for 
Cape Wickham on King Island, which is located in the Bass Strait 
between mainland Australia and Tasmania.

Situated on seaside land that looks like it was made for golf, 
�a,e �%ckham 3%nds %ts 3a5 from the �luffs alon# the shorel%ne 
to the ru##ed sand dunes �efore fin%sh%n# u, on the shore of 
Victoria Cove. 

OC member Mike DeVries created a compelling course that is 
playable in the typically brisk breezes that are common on the 
island but has plenty of intrigue to hold up to repeated plays. As 
s,ectacular a sett%n# as 5ou’ll find an53here 3%th a #olf course �u%lt 
to match8 �a,e �%ckham %s 3ell 3orth the tr%, to 
%n# �sland:̕

10 
Ballybunion (Old)
County Kerry, Ireland
Fred Smith/Tom Simpson & Molly Gourlay

�hat makes �all5�un%on so #reat@ Ľe dunes and ocean v%e3s are 
stunning, but there are other courses built on great land. 

Rather, it’s the variety of ways the dunes are incorporated into 
the routing that seems to really make it standout on the fabled 
^�%n# of 
err5’ roster of courses %n south93est �reland: 

Ľere are holes alon# the to,s of the dunes as 3ell as holes 
playing through the valleys, greens perched high on ridges and 
some at the base of the dunes. 

Ľe common denom%nator are challen#%n# #reens and surrounds 
which test all aspects of your short game, as well as a mystique and 
an aura that s%#n%fies 5ou are someth%n# trul5 s,ec%al:

�all5�un%on offers �%# dune #olf on a scale ver5 fe3 %n the 3orld 
can match: �ach hole feels l%ke a ne38 e4c%t%n# adventure – 3h%ch 
is certainly a recipe for greatness. Im
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Cape Wickham, 
designed by 
Outpost Club 
member Mike 
DeVries.

Cape Wickham is situated 
on seaside land that looks 

like it was made for golf.
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Turnberry (Ailsa)

Hirono
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11 

Sunningdale (Old)
Surrey, England
Willie Park, Jr./Harry Colt

Ľe Old at Sunn%n#dale 3as the first trul5 #reat course �u%lt %n the 
heathlands around �ondon: �n fact8 %t m%#ht �e the first trul5 #reat 
%nland course �u%lt an53here %n the 3orld:

Ľe Old 3as or%#%nall5 des%#ned �5 �%ll%e �ark �r and later re9
des%#ned �5 the clu�’s Secretar5 and �a,ta%n 
arr5 �olt D5es8 that 
oneE: Ľe course 3%nds throu#h 3%de fa%r3a5 corr%dors l%ned �5 
�eaut%ful8 s,ec%men trees and heather: Ľe firm9and9fast turf 
,resents the ,erfect #round on 3h%ch to ,la5 the #ame:̕

Ľe #reens are 3onderfull5 contoured and surrounded �5 artful8 
�olt �unker%n# that’s as strate#%c as %t %s �eaut%ful: �%th one of the 
�est half3a5 huts %n all of #olf and a clu�house d%n%n# e4,er%ence 
to match8 the h%#hl%#hts of th%s ma&est%c clu� e4tend 3ell �e5ond 
the%r t3o ma#n%ficent courses:

12 

Hirono 
Kobe, Japan
C.H. Alison


%rono8 3%del5 re#arded as �a,an’s lead%n# course8 %s one of the 
tou#hest tee t%mes to #et an53here %n the 3orld: 

Ľose that do #arner an %nv%te are treated to a �eaut%ful des%#n �5 
�
 �l%son8 the esteemed assoc%ate of 
arr5 �olt:

 
%s master,%ece %s routed over ru##ed terra%n 3%th mult%,le 
carr%es across rav%nes: Ľe ,ar ks are usuall5 c%ted as amon# the �est 
holes here8 �ut reall58 ever5 one of the ip %s someth%n# to �ehold:

Ľe firm of �acken6%e = ��ert recentl5 com,leted an e4cellent 
restorat%on; remov%n# trees to 3%den the ,la5%n# corr%dors8 restor%n# 
�unkers8 and resurfac%n# the #reens: 

Ľ%s 3onderful course looks �etter than ever and a #ame here %s 
a s,ec%al e4,er%ence8 3%th an ele#ant and refined lunch %n �et3een 
the front and �ack n%ne holes of #olf:

13 
Morfontaine (Grand Parcours)
Morfontaine, France
Tom Simpson 

��out one hour north9east of �ar%s l%es the #lor%ous Golf de 
�orfonta%ne: �ts jo holes – ip make u, the Grand �arcours D�%# 
�ourseE and n%ne the �all%ere – des%#ned �5 Golden �#e #reat 
�om S%m,son are heaven on earth:

Ľe landsca,e %s s%m%lar to that found around the �ondon 
heathlands8 3%th the #entle8 roll%n# to,o#ra,h58 ever9,resent shru�s 
and trees fram%n# the fa%r3a5s: 

Ľe undulat%n# #reens are some of the �est %n the 3orld and are 
3ell defended �5 the #or#eous �unker%n#:

� round on the Grand �arcours8 follo3ed �5 a 3onderful lunch 
accom,an%ed �5 a fine �ordeau4 %n the r%d%culousl5 charm%n# 
clu�house and a le%surel5 stroll around the r%otousl5 fun �all%ere 
makes for one of the trul5 #reat da5s %n #olf: 

�f 5ou are luck5 enou#h to rece%ve a coveted %nv%tat%on to v%s%t 
�orfonta%ne8 %t %s an e4,er%ence 5ou 3%ll not soon for#et:

14 

Trump Turnberry (Ailsa)
Turberry, Scotland
Willie Fernie/Phillip Mackenzie Ross/Martin Ebert

�ol%t%cs as%de8 there has never �een a 3hole lot not to l%ke a�out the 
�%lsa at �urn�err5: Ľe sett%n# %s �eaut%ful8 3%th v%e3s of the ocean8 
cl%ffs and �%lsa �ra%# %sland v%s%�le from much of the course: �nd 
the le#endar5 ^�uel %n the Sun’ �attle �et3een �ack �%cklaus and 
�om �atson %s enou#h to secure �urn�err5’s ,lace %n #olf h%stor5:

So8 3h5 make an5 chan#es save for a fe3 cosmet%c alterat%ons 
here or there@ �ell8 after arch%tect �art%n ��ert’s stunn%n# 
redes%#n8 that -uest%on has �een ,ut to rest: 

�ver5 hole on the course 3as u,#raded D,r%mar%l5 cons%st%n# of 
renovat%n# #reens and �unkersE8 �ut the real 3ork 3as done on 
holes q9ii8 3h%ch sat on the most dramat%c ,art of the ,ro,ert5 �ut 
fa%led to make full use of the sett%n# alon# the rock5 shore:

Ľe redes%#ned holes �r%n# the shore8 and the 3ater8 %nto ,la5 
and not onl5 %m,rove the aesthet%cs �ut strate#%call5 as 3ell: Ľe 
�%lsa %s no3 a cand%date for Scotland’s �est< h%#h ,ra%se %ndeed:
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15 
Swinley Forest 
Berkshire, England
Harry Colt

Architect Harry Colt famously described Swinley Forest as his 
“least bad” course. Given that Colt is at least in the conversation for 
‘Greatest Golf Architect of All Time’, the fact he considers Swinley 
h%s finest 3ork should ,%-ue 5our %nterest: �nd 3%th due res,ect to 
h%s modest assessment of h%s 3ork at S3%nle58 3e 3ould su##est a 
more accurate descr%,t%on; ma#%cal: �ecause that’s 3hat a round at 
S3%nle5 �orest feels l%ke from the ist tee to the ipth #reen:

Ľe rout%n# %s %nt%mate and takes 5ou on a �eaut%ful 3alk throu#h 
the e,on5mous forest8 over #entle r%d#es8 do3n roll%n# fa%r3a5s 
sk%rted 3%th heather8 and culm%nat%n# at �eaut%full5 �unkered 
#reens that look l%ke the5 3ere ,a%nted on the land: �es8 S3%nle5 
�orest %s ma#%cal and fe3 ,laces offer a more en&o5a�le da5 of #olf:

16 
Kingsbarns 
Fife, Scotland
Kyle Phillips and Mark Parsinen

�t’s hard to �el%eve 
%n#s�arns 3as once a mostl5 ńat ,%ece of 
farmland: �t’s hard to �el%eve �ecause �ark �ars%nen8 
5le �h%ll%,s 
and the%r team d%d such a masterful &o� of sha,%n# the land that 
5ou &ust assume that %t’s al3a5s �een �eaut%ful8 natural l%nksland:

�ak%n# advanta#e of the fronta#e alon# the �orth Sea8 the 
course %s a 3onderful �lend of #reat8 strate#%c #olf holes com�%ned 
3%th dro,9dead8 #or#eous v%e3s: 

�h%le lack%n# the h%stor5 of other courses %n the area8 the 
%nherentl5 modern 
%n#s�arns %s not to �e m%ssed on an5 tr%, to 
�%fe – 3h%ch %s a not %ns%#n%ficant feat:


%n#s�arns %s ,leas%n#l5 ,la5a�le8 and offers as man5 hero%c 
moments as %t does �nsta#ramma�le ones:  

17 

Lahinch 
County Clare, Ireland
Old Tom Morris/Charles Gibson/Alister MacKenzie/Martin Hawtree

�ah%nch %s a ru##ed8 enchant%n# adventure throu#h the to3er%n# 
dunes alon# �%scannor �a5: �%th stunn%n# v%e3s to match the 
ama6%n#8 natural landsca,e8 �ah%nch st%rs the senses as 3ell as the 
m%nd r%#ht from the start of the round:

�t’s home to t3o of the most un%-ue holes found an53here %n 
#olf< the ,ar9m lth8 3%th a �l%nd dr%ve follo3ed �5 a �l%nd second 
over the a,tl5 named 
lond5ke sand dune Dcom,lete 3%th someone 
stat%oned at the to, s%#nal%n# 3hen the land%n# area %s clearE8 and 
the ,ar9k mth8 the �ell8 ,la5ed to a com,letel5 h%dden #reen 
between the dunes. 

�ah%nch %s as memora�le an e4,er%ence as there %s %n #olf – &ust 
kee, an e5e on the #oats to kno3 %f 5ou’ll need 5our ra%n #ear:

18 

Kingston Heath 
Cheltenham, Australia
Dan Soutar/Alister MacKenzie/Graeme Grant

�es,%te �e%n# located on a small8 relat%vel5 ńat ,ro,ert5 – tak%n# 
u, a,,ro4%matel5 ijm acres – 
%n#ston 
eath never feels confin%n#8 
such %s the �r%ll%ance of the rout%n#: 

Ľe �unkers8 des%#ned �5 �l%ster �ac
en6%e on h%s %nńuent%al 
v%s%t to �ustral%a8 are a 3ork of art and fit naturall5 %n the landsca,e 
3h%le del%ver%n# a s%6ea�le ,un%shment to 3a53ard shots:

Ľe ,erfect m%4 of short8 r%sk9re3ard holes 3%th lon#er8 more 
demand%n# ones ,rov%des strate#%c %nterest and a real test of sk%lls 
and dec%s%on9mak%n#: 

� trul5 del%#htful 3alk8 
%n#ston 
eath %s defin%tel5 one of 
those courses 3here 5ou 3alk off the ipth #reen and 3ant to #o 
d%rectl5 �ack to the ist tee to have another crack at %t:

Lahinch stirs senses as well as the mind 
right from the start of the round.
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Lahinch

Kingston Heath
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19 
Barnbougle Dunes
Tasmania, Australia
Tom Doak & Michael Clayton

On a thin stretch of land bordering the Bass Strait, the estimable 

partnership of Tom Doak and Mike Clayton routed a wondrously 

fun design among rollicking dunes. 

Filled with strategic half-par holes that tempt you to be as 

aggressive as you dare and undulating greens that have to be seen 

to be believed, Barnbougle Dunes is a course that will never cease 

to be intriguing. 

Ľro3 %n the �eaut%ful v%e3s that are as constant a ,resence as 
the coastal wind and you have a truly special experience that is well 

3orth the effort #ett%n# to th%s %ncred%�le out,ost on the %sland of 
�asman%a8 3h%ch %s no3 a must9v%s%t for the d%scern%n# #olfer:̕

20 

Royal St George’s 
Sandwich, England
W. Laidlaw Purves/Frank Pennink/Donald Steel

Ľ%s cham,%onsh%, l%nks8 kno3n as Sand3%ch due to %ts local%t58 
has al3a5s �een one of the tou#her courses on Ľe O,en rota: 

Its blind shots, deep bunkers, ever-rotating direction of holes 

and fast kittle fairway bounces can be confounding to the best 

pros... just ask Tiger Woods, who lost a ball mere yards from the 

fa%r3a5 on h%s first shot %n the jhhk O,en:
It’s those very same characteristics that stir the spirit of adventure 

for all golfers – usually in a singles or foursomes match – as they 

journey around this great links. However the day and the match 

goes, you are guaranteed one of the most exquisite golf lunches in 

Britain, which is an achievement unto its own.
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21 
Royal Birkdale
Southport, England
George Lowe/JH Taylor/Fred Hawtree

Ľe most ,rom%nent features at �%rkdale are the to3er%n# dunes 
that the l%ne the fa%r3a5s8 the cross3%nds 3h%ch 3%ll 3reak havoc 
on all �ut the most e4,ertl5 struck tee shots8 and the 3onderfull5 
�e#u%l%n# #reens 3%th the%r su�tle contours and #entle �reaks:

�%del5 c%ted as one of the ^fa%rer’ courses on Ľe O,en rota 
o3%n# to the fact that once 5our �all h%ts the fa%r3a58 %t %s rarel5 
d%rected oņ%ne or %nto a h%dden �unker �5 some hum, or �um,:

Ľe l%st of O,en cham,%ons at �%rkdale D�eter Ľomson t3%ce8 
�rnold �almer8 �ee �rev%no8 �ohnn5 �%ller8 �om �atson8 �ordan 
S,%eth et alE8 %s a cred%t to %ts cham,%onsh%, ,ed%#ree and %ts ,lace 
amon# the el%te l%nks courses %n the 3orld:

22 

Cruden Bay
Aberdeenshire, Scotland
Old Tom Morris & Archie Simpson/Tom Simpson/Herbert Fowler

Set a#a%nst the �ackdro, of the e,on5mous �a5 from 3h%ch the 
clu� der%ved %ts name and 3%th the �orth Sea v%s%�le �e5ond8 
nestled amon# the to3er%n# sand dunes l%es the ru##ed and 
en&o5a�l5 %d%os5ncrat%c l%nks of �ruden �a5:

�ruden �a5 %s �est descr%�ed as an adventure: �s 5ou scale the 
mass%ve dunes8 h%tt%n# tee shots from h%#h a�ove to rum,led 
fa%r3a5s or h%dden8 ,unch�o3l #reens8 m5ster5 and sur,r%se seems 
to �e around ever5 corner: 

One of those rare courses that sho3s 5ou someth%n# ne3 each 
t%me 5ou ,la5 %t: �nfor#etta�le holes and a sense of a #lor%ous 
unkno3n: �hat more could 5ou ask for@

A view across 
the compelling 

linksland of 
Royal St George’s.
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23 
Cape Kidnappers
Hawkes Bay, New Zealand
Tom Doak

Ľose 3%th acro,ho�%a m%#ht 3ant to take the conservat%ve l%ne on 
the holes that s%t ad&acent to the cl%ffs h%#h a�ove 
a3kes �a5: 
Ľese vert%#o9%nduc%n# v%stas make �a,e 
%dna,,ers unl%ke 
an5th%n# 5ou’ve seen �efore: �ett%n# the land movement d%ctate 
much of the strate#58 �om �oak and h%s cre3 constructed fe3 
�unkers and %nstead allo3ed the natural contours to �e %ts ,r%mar5 
defense – es,ec%all5 around the #reen s%tes: � trul5 e,%c e4,er%ence:

24 
Te Arai (South)
Mangawhai, New Zealand
Bill Coore and Ben Crenshaw

�e �ra% South8  a h%#h ne3 entr5 from the revered �oore9 
�rensha3 ,artnersh%,8 %s a s,ectacular add%t%on to �e3 �ealand’s 
#ro3%n# collect%on of 3orld9class courses: 

Set alon# the %d5ll%c �orth �sland coastl%ne8 3%th almost ever5 
hole ,resent%n# �reathtak%n# v%e3s of the �ac%fic Ocean8 the South 
%s a real cro3d ,leaser:

Ľe de�ate 3%ll ra#e on for etern%t5 a�out 3h%ch course should 
�e rated h%#her – the South or �om �oak’s �orth: Ľe onl5 3a5 to 
find out %s to make the tr%, 5ourself >

25 
Machrihanish
Argyll, Scotland
Charles Hunter/Old Tom Morris/Sir Guy Campbell

�emote and ru##ed – t3o 3ords fre-uentl5 used to descr%�e th%s 
3onderful l%nks: Ľe5 are accurate descr%,t%ons of th%s course at the 
end of the �on# �%nd%n# �oad on the �ull of 
%nt5re on 
Scotland’s 3est coast: �hat the5 don’t ca,ture8 thou#h8 %s that 
�achr%han%sh %s one of the #reat unaltered l%nks %n the 3orld:̕

�lessed 3%th one of the most e4h%larat%n# o,en%n# holes %n #olf8 
�achr%han%sh starts stron#l5 and kee,s 5ou en#a#ed throu#hout 
the round as 5ou �attle a la5out that has chan#ed ver5 l%ttle s%nce 
Old �om �orr%s 3alked these hallo3ed #rounds:

Tom Doak lets the 
spectacular 

landforms do the 
talking at Cape 

Kidknappers.
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