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Introducing the favourite 25 courses outside north
America, as voted for by Outpost Club members.
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here are many ranking lists of golf courses out there but
we like to think ours is a little different. This list is based
on votes by Outpost Club members, who were asked to
rate a course on a scale of 1-10. We do not provide any
criteria for the rating such as conditioning, ‘shot values’,
or difficulty — we simply asked you to rate the courses as
you saw fit.

As with past lists, we made no attempt at statistical
manipulations using standard deviation or the like to
massage the data. The only criteria is that a course must
have at least 15 ratings to be eligible. Unfortunately, a
few courses fell victim to this minimum threshold
including Point Hardy Golf Club (Cabot St Lucia), Te
Arai (North) and South Cape Owners Club.

We have extracted here the top courses outside of
north America to produce the first Outpost Club
Opverseas Top 25.

RIGHT A view
of Royal County

Down’s front nine.
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Royal County Down
Newcastle, Northern Ireland
Old Tom Morris/George Coombe/Harry Colt/Donald Steel

Legendary golf writer Bernard Darwin once described Royal
County Down as “the kind of golf that people play in their most
ecstatic dreams”.

In the shadow of the beautiful Mountains of Mourne, this
rugged links plays out over large dunes covered in heather and long
sea grasses to fairways (many completely blind from the tee) that
rise and fall like the sea itself.

Many consider the front nine to be the best opening side in all
of golf — culminating with the out-of-this world 9th hole, which
races down the dunes toward the clubhouse and the iconic Slieve
Donard Hotel framed against the mountains. County Down is a
unique experience in the world of golf. It doesn’t feel’like any other
course. .. more like something from a dream.

Tara Iti
Mangawhai, New Zealand
Tom Doak

Some might be surprised to see Tara Iti so high in our ranking but
those that have been there won't be amazed at all. Tara Iti, an oasis
on the North Island of New Zealand, is just that good.

Built through beautiful coastal dunes and with views of sparkling
blue waters of Bream Bay and the surrounding islands prevalent
throughout the round, it will have you reaching for your camera as
often as your wedge.

The wide fairways (mercifully so given the ever-present wind)
blend seamlessly into the dunes and sandy waste areas. The greens
and surrounds are heavily contoured and require proper placement
of approach shots, lest you find yourself in a spot where getting
down in two is harder than piercing the All Blacks defensive line.

'The fairways and greens are fescue and, coupled with the strong
winds, reward the golfer who has a strong ground game and a keen
imagination. The land is as idyllic a spot as there is in the world;
fortunately for golfers everywhere, Tom Doak and his team built a

Image courtesy: Tara Iti / Joann Dost

course to match.
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Tom Doak’s
instant modern
classic Tara Iti.
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Royal Melbourne (West)
Black Rock, Australia
Alister MacKenzie & Alex Russell

The first thing you'll notice about the West is that it is stunningly
beautiful. With native trees and vegetation, sandy scrub, artistic
bunkering, and greens that look like they should be framed in a
museum, the West is a feast for the eyes.

But it’s the strategic aspects of the course that really place it
among the world’s elite. The wide fairways allow for all players to
keep his or her ball in play, but steer too clear of the trouble and you
will inevitably leave yourself in a less advantageous position for
your subsequent shot.

And you'll want to be in the best position possible to attack the
large, brilliantly-countered and slick greens — where it’s more
important where your ball is in relation to the hole location than its
proximity to it. The sandy site allows for incredible playing
conditions and it is best not to take your eye off of your ball until it
has come to rest as the ‘perfect’ shot has been known to find all
sorts of trouble as it runs out on the firm and fast fairways.

The Old Course
St Andrews, Scotland
Unknown/Allan Robertson/Old Tom Morris

Ask any golf architect working today (or read the writings of
architects from the Golden Age) which course has had the most
influence on their designs and you will most assuredly receive one
overwhelming response: the Old Course at St Andrews.

It’s so influential because it represents the very essence of
strategic golf. There’s no one way to play it. There are ways that are
more advantageous depending on the conditions and skill of the
player, certainly, but there is no ‘hit it here or else’aspect to it.

Poorly conceived or executed shots are not lost, but rather will
require the player to produce a more difficult recovery than they
would have had if the previous shot been better placed. Players are
left to their own devices to divine the best way to plot their way
around the course in the fewest number of strokes.

Each round provides new questions that must be answered. It
reveals itself gradually, over multiple rounds, which is its true genius
and what keeps players coming back to savour its subtle charms.

Outpost Overseas




Royal Dornoch (Championship)
Dornoch, Scotland
Old Tom Morris/John Sutherland/Donald Ross/George Duncan

Legendary golf writer Herbert Warren Wind once wrote that “no
golfer has completed his education until he has played and studied
Royal Dornoch”. We couldn’t agree more!

Located in the beautiful and remote Highlands of Scotland, it
starts off in the high ground bordering the town and gently makes
its way out toward the Dornoch Firth before heading along the
beach and eventually returning to the town on the upper plateau.

A gorse-covered ridge, the dominant feature on the outward
holes, drives both the strategy and serves as the backdrop to some
of the most exciting shots you'll play anywhere in the world.

The greens are brilliantly designed — many elevated and on
plateaus — and all with run-offs that punish poorly-struck approach
shots, or even those that are well-struck, but played from improper
locations in the generous fairways.

Royal Dornoch checks all of the boxes that any golfer could ever
want: beautiful, strategic, and fun. Mr Wind is correct once again.

‘Hell Bunker’at St
Andrews Old,
with the town in
the background.

North Berwick (West Links)
East Lothian, Scotland
David Strath/Tom Dunn/Guy Campbell/Ben Sayers/CK Hutchison

North Berwick is loaded with wonderful quirk and unique
character and might be the world’s most fun course — it certainly is
among the best places to have a match. With shots over beaches,
stone walls, burns, and half-par holes, what more could you want?

Hugging the coastline of the Firth of Forth and offering majestic
sea views throughout the round, the setting alone should be enough
to propel it high on any ranking list. Combine all of that with the
holes themselves and you have one of the best courses in the world.

It has one of the most copied holes in golf (the ‘Redan’ 15th) as
well as what might be the most unique hole in golf (the ‘Pit’ 13th,
with a stone wall splitting the fairway from the green and creating
all sorts of strategic problems and miracle recovery possibilities).

Few places offer such a fun and unique golfing experience as
North Berwick. We like to think this is the reason that Outpost
Club members rate North Berwick's West Links higher than in
any other World Top 100.
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Royal Portrush (Dunluce)
Portrush, Northern Ireland
Harry Colt

At the 2019 Open Championship the world got to see what the
itinerant golfer already knew: Portrush is a special place, combining
otherworldly views with spectacular, strategic golf.

With fairways nestled between large dunes and greens that
blend perfectly into their surrounds, Portrush is understated in its
presentation as if the land had always been a golf course.

Make no mistake, understated does not mean easy. Quite the
contrary. Portrush is a stern test of golf, with its unrelenting ocean
winds and heavy rough waiting to consume any ball that strays too
far from the playing corridors.

The tightly-mown green surrounds feature enough rolls and
hollows to make greenside recovery far from certain.

All-in-all, Portrush manages to walk the fine line of being able
to challenge the very best golfers yet still remain playable and fun
for those of us without our name sewn onto our bag.

Cape Wickham

King Island, Australia
Mike DeVries & Darius Oliver

Golfers are a hardy bunch when it comes to travel. We have proved
that we will go to the ends of the earth when the golf is great.

Well, the end of the earth feels about the right description for
Cape Wickham on King Island, which is located in the Bass Strait
between mainland Australia and Tasmania.

Situated on seaside land that looks like it was made for golf,
Cape Wickham winds its way from the bluffs along the shoreline
to the rugged sand dunes before finishing up on the shore of
Victoria Cove.

OC member Mike DeVries created a compelling course that is
playable in the typically brisk breezes that are common on the
island but has plenty of intrigue to hold up to repeated plays. As
spectacular a setting as you'll find anywhere with a golf course built
to match, Cape Wickham is well worth the trip to King Island.

The Honourable Company of Edinburgh
Golfers

Muirfield, Scotland

Old Tom Morris/Harry Colt/Tom Simpson

Since 1891, Muirfield has been the home course to the Honourable
Company of Edinburgh Golfers, the world’s oldest golf club
(formed in 1744 at Leith Links). Host of 15 Opens, it has long
been a favourite of professionals due to its challenge and fairness.

Unlike many famous links, Muirfield is not an out-and-back
routing. Instead, it features two concentric, circular nine-hole
routings that means the prevailing wind affects shots from all
directions throughout. With beautiful views of the Firth of Forth
throughout and strategic bunkering that demands attention on
every shot, it is as pleasant a walk as it is challenging to play.

'The Honourable Company also provides one of the truly great
day-long experiences in the world of golf: a morning fourball,
followed by a proper lunch and concluding with afternoon
foursomes. A day all golfers should experience once in their lives.

Ballybunion (Old)
County Kerry, Ireland
Fred Smith/Tom Simpson & Molly Gourlay

What makes Ballybunion so great? The dunes and ocean views are
stunning, but there are other courses built on great land.

Rather, it’s the variety of ways the dunes are incorporated into
the routing that seems to really make it standout on the fabled
‘Ring of Kerry’ roster of courses in south-west Ireland.

There are holes along the tops of the dunes as well as holes
playing through the valleys, greens perched high on ridges and
some at the base of the dunes.

'The common denominator are challenging greens and surrounds
which test all aspects of your short game, as well as a mystique and
an aura that signifies you are something truly special.

Ballybunion offers big dune golf on a scale very few in the world
can match. Each hole feels like a new, exciting adventure — which
is certainly a recipe for greatness.

Outpost Overseas
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Cape Wickham is situated
on seaside land that looks
like it was made for golf.

Cape Wickham, 3

designed by

OutpostClub
ember Mike
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Sunningdale (Old)

Surrey, England
Willie Park, Jr./Harry Colt

The Old at Sunningdale was the first truly great course built in the
heathlands around London. In fact, it might be the first truly great
inland course built anywhere in the world.

The Old was originally designed by Willie Park Jr and later re-
designed by the club’s Secretary and Captain Harry Colt (yes, that
one). The course winds through wide fairway corridors lined by
beautiful, specimen trees and heather. The firm-and-fast turf
presents the perfect ground on which to play the game.

The greens are wonderfully contoured and surrounded by artful,
Colt bunkering that’s as strategic as it is beautiful. With one of the
best halfway huts in all of golf and a clubhouse dining experience
to match, the highlights of this majestic club extend well beyond
their two magnificent courses.

Morfontaine (Grand Parcours)
Morfontaine, France
Tom Simpson

About one hour north-east of Paris lies the glorious Golf de
Morfontaine. Its 27 holes — 18 make up the Grand Parcours (Big
Course) and nine the Valliere — designed by Golden Age great
Tom Simpson are heaven on earth.

The landscape is similar to that found around the London
heathlands, with the gentle, rolling topography, ever-present shrubs
and trees framing the fairways.

The undulating greens are some of the best in the world and are
well defended by the gorgeous bunkering.

A round on the Grand Parcours, followed by a wonderful lunch
accompanied by a fine Bordeaux in the ridiculously charming
clubhouse and a leisurely stroll around the riotously fun Valliere
makes for one of the truly great days in golf.

If you are lucky enough to receive a coveted invitation to visit
Morfontaine, it is an experience you will not soon forget.

Hirono
Kobe, Japan
C.H. Alison

Hirono, widely regarded as Japan’s leading course, is one of the
toughest tee times to get anywhere in the world.

Those that do garner an invite are treated to a beautiful design by
CH Alison, the esteemed associate of Harry Colt.

His masterpiece is routed over rugged terrain with multiple
carries across ravines. The par 3s are usually cited as among the best
holes here, but really, every one of the 18 is something to behold.

The firm of Mackenzie & Ebert recently completed an excellent
restoration: removing trees to widen the playing corridors, restoring
bunkers, and resurfacing the greens.

'This wonderful course looks better than ever and a game here is
a special experience, with an elegant and refined lunch in between
the front and back nine holes of golf.

Trump Turnberry (Ailsa)
Turberry, Scotland
Willie Fernie/Phillip Mackenzie Ross/Martin Ebert

Politics aside, there has never been a whole lot not to like about the
Alilsa at Turnberry. The setting is beautiful, with views of the ocean,
cliffs and Ailsa Craig island visible from much of the course. And
the legendary ‘Duel in the Sun’ battle between Jack Nicklaus and
Tom Watson is enough to secure Turnberry’s place in golf history.

So, why make any changes save for a few cosmetic alterations
here or there? Well, after architect Martin Ebert’s stunning
redesign, that question has been put to rest.

Every hole on the course was upgraded (primarily consisting of
renovating greens and bunkers), but the real work was done on
holes 9-11, which sat on the most dramatic part of the property but
failed to make full use of the setting along the rocky shore.

The redesigned holes bring the shore, and the water, into play
and not only improve the aesthetics but strategically as well. The
Alilsa is now a candidate for Scotland’s best; high praise indeed.
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[Lahinch stirs senses as well as the mind
right from the start of the round.

Swinley Forest
Berkshire, England
Harry Colt

Architect Harry Colt famously described Swinley Forest as his
“least bad” course. Given that Colt is at least in the conversation for
‘Greatest Golf Architect of All Time’, the fact he considers Swinley
his finest work should pique your interest. And with due respect to
his modest assessment of his work at Swinley, we would suggest a
more accurate description: magical. Because that’s what a round at
Swinley Forest feels like from the 1st tee to the 18th green.

'The routing is intimate and takes you on a beautiful walk through
the eponymous forest, over gentle ridges, down rolling fairways
skirted with heather, and culminating at beautifully bunkered
greens that look like they were painted on the land. Yes, Swinley
Forest is magical and few places offer a more enjoyable day of golf.

Lahinch

County Clare, Ireland
Old Tom Morris/Charles Gibson/Alister MacKenzie/Martin Hawtree

Lahinch is a rugged, enchanting adventure through the towering
dunes along Liscannor Bay. With stunning views to match the
amazing, natural landscape, Lahinch stirs the senses as well as the
mind right from the start of the round.

It’s home to two of the most unique holes found anywhere in
golf; the par-5 4th, with a blind drive followed by a blind second
over the aptly named Klondyke sand dune (complete with someone
stationed at the top signaling when the landing area is clear), and
the par-3 5th, the Dell, played to a completely hidden green
between the dunes.

Lahinch is as memorable an experience as there is in golf — just
keep an eye on the goats to know if you'll need your rain gear.

Kingsbarns
Fife, Scotland

Kyle Phillips and Mark Parsinen

It’s hard to believe Kingsbarns was once a mostly flat piece of
farmland. It’s hard to believe because Mark Parsinen, Kyle Phillips
and their team did such a masterful job of shaping the land that
you just assume that it’s always been beautiful, natural linksland.

Taking advantage of the frontage along the North Sea, the
course is a wonderful blend of great, strategic golf holes combined
with drop-dead, gorgeous views.

While lacking the history of other courses in the area, the
inherently modern Kingsbarns is not to be missed on any trip to
Fife — which is a not insignificant feat.

Kingsbarns is pleasingly playable, and offers as many heroic
moments as it does Instagrammable ones.

Kingston Heath
Cheltenham, Australia
Dan Soutar/Alister MacKenzie/Graeme Grant

Despite being located on a small, relatively flat property — taking
up approximately 125 acres — Kingston Heath never feels confining,
such is the brilliance of the routing.

'The bunkers, designed by Alister MacKenzie on his influential
visit to Australia, are a work of art and fit naturally in the landscape
while delivering a sizeable punishment to wayward shots.

The perfect mix of short, risk-reward holes with longer, more
demanding ones provides strategic interest and a real test of skills
and decision-making.

A truly delightful walk, Kingston Heath is definitely one of
those courses where you walk off the 18th green and want to go
directly back to the 1st tee to have another crack at it.

Outpost Overseas
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Barnbougle Dunes
Tasmania, Australia
Tom Doak & Michael Clayton

On a thin stretch of land bordering the Bass Strait, the estimable
partnership of Tom Doak and Mike Clayton routed a wondrously
fun design among rollicking dunes.

Filled with strategic half-par holes that tempt you to be as
aggressive as you dare and undulating greens that have to be seen
to be believed, Barnbougle Dunes is a course that will never cease
to be intriguing.

Throw in the beautiful views that are as constant a presence as
the coastal wind and you have a truly special experience that is well
worth the effort getting to this incredible outpost on the island of
Tasmania, which is now a must-visit for the discerning golfer.

Royal St George’s
Sandwich, England
W. Laidlaw Purves/Frank Pennink/Donald Steel

This championship links, known as Sandwich due to its locality,
has always been one of the tougher courses on The Open rota.

Its blind shots, deep bunkers, ever-rotating direction of holes
and fast kittle fairway bounces can be confounding to the best
pros... just ask Tiger Woods, who lost a ball mere yards from the
fairway on his first shot in the 2003 Open.

It’s those very same characteristics that stir the spirit of adventure
for all golfers — usually in a singles or foursomes match — as they
journey around this great links. However the day and the match
goes, you are guaranteed one of the most exquisite golf lunches in
Britain, which is an achievement unto its own.

Outpost Overseas



Royal Birkdale
Southport, England
George Lowe/JH Taylor/Fred Hawtree

The most prominent features at Birkdale are the towering dunes
that the line the fairways, the crosswinds which will wreak havoc
on all but the most expertly struck tee shots, and the wonderfully
beguiling greens with their subtle contours and gentle breaks.

Widely cited as one of the ‘fairer’ courses on The Open rota
owing to the fact that once your ball hits the fairway, it is rarely
directed offline or into a hidden bunker by some hump or bump.

The list of Open champions at Birkdale (Peter Thomson twice,
Arnold Palmer, Lee Trevino, Johnny Miller, Tom Watson, Jordan
Spieth et al), is a credit to its championship pedigree and its place
among the elite links courses in the world.

e e
W

Cruden Bay
Aberdeenshire, Scotland
Old Tom Morris & Archie Simpson/Tom Simpson/Herbert Fowler

Set against the backdrop of the eponymous bay from which the
club derived its name and with the North Sea visible beyond,
nestled among the towering sand dunes lies the rugged and
enjoyably idiosyncratic links of Cruden Bay.

Cruden Bay is best described as an adventure. As you scale the
massive dunes, hitting tee shots from high above to rumpled
fairways or hidden, punchbowl greens, mystery and surprise seems
to be around every corner.

One of those rare courses that shows you something new each
time you play it. Unforgettable holes and a sense of a glorious
unknown. What more could you ask for?
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A view across

the compelling
linksland of
Royal St Georges.
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Tom Doak lets the

spectacular
landforms do the
talking at Cape
Kidknappers.

Image courtesy: Airswing Media

Cape Kidnappers
Hawkes Bay, New Zealand

Tom Doak

Those with acrophobia might want to take the conservative line on
the holes that sit adjacent to the cliffs high above Hawkes Bay.
These vertigo-inducing vistas make Cape Kidnappers unlike
anything you've seen before. Letting the land movement dictate
much of the strategy, Tom Doak and his crew constructed few
bunkers and instead allowed the natural contours to be its primary
defense — especially around the green sites. A truly epic experience.

Te Arai (South)
Mangawhai, New Zealand
Bill Coore and Ben Crenshaw

Te Arai South, a high new entry from the revered Coore-
Crenshaw partnership, is a spectacular addition to New Zealand’s
growing collection of world-class courses.

Set along the idyllic North Island coastline, with almost every
hole presenting breathtaking views of the Pacific Ocean, the South
is a real crowd pleaser.

The debate will rage on for eternity about which course should
be rated higher — the South or Tom Doak’s North. The only way to
find out is to make the trip yourself!

Machrihanish

Argyll, Scotland
Charles Hunter/Old Tom Morris/Sir Guy Campbell

Remote and rugged — two words frequently used to describe this
wonderful links. They are accurate descriptions of this course at the
end of the Long Winding Road on the Mull of Kintyre on
Scotland’s west coast. What they don’t capture, though, is that
Machrihanish is one of the great unaltered links in the world.

Blessed with one of the most exhilarating opening holes in golf,
Machrihanish starts strongly and keeps you engaged throughout
the round as you battle a layout that has changed very little since
Old Tom Morris walked these hallowed grounds.
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